INTRODUCTION
There is very good evidence that phallometric testing for sexual interest in children, which involves the measurement of changes in penile tumescence during presentations of sexual stimuli depicting either children or adults, has discriminative and predictive validity. Studies consistently find that groups of child molesters can be distinguished from groups of nonchild molesters by their relatively greater responses to children (e.g., Freund & Watson, 1991; Marshall, Barbaree, & Christophe, 1986; Quinsey, Steinman, Bergersen, & Holmes, 1975; Seto, Lalumière, & Kuban, 1999) . A recent meta-analysis of sex offender followup studies concluded that relative sexual interest in children was the single best predictor of sexual recidivism (Hanson & Bussière, 1998) .
Given this level of empirical support for the validity of phallometric testing, it has been recommended that adult child-molesters should be routinely assessed using this technology for the purposes of risk assessment and treatment planning. However, many clinicians do not operate phallometric laboratories and may not have easy access to such facilities. In the absence of phallometric data, inferences might be made from other information, such as the child molester's sexual offense history. It is not clear, however, how variables should be weighted, or how such information should be combined in making such inferences. Thus, for child molesters who have previously not been phallometrically assessed, a brief, easyto-use scale that identifies individuals who are very likely to be sexually interested in children would be useful for the purposes of triage and risk management.
Past research has revealed that greater sexual interest in children compared to adults is more likely to be observed among adult child-molesters when their sexual offense histories include a male victim, more than one victim, younger victims, and extrafamilial victims (e.g., Freund & Blanchard, 1989; Freund & Watson, 1991; Seto et al., 1999) . The present study was conducted to determine if these correlates could be used as items in a brief screening scale for identifying pedophilic interests. In this study, pedophilic interests are defined as phallometrically measured, relative sexual responses to children that are unlikely to be found among nonchild molesters. It was predicted that child molesters scoring high on the Screening Scale for Pedophilic Interests (SSPI), such as those with male, multiple, prepubescent, and unrelated victims, would be more likely to show pedophilic interests than child molesters scoring low on the scale, such as those with a single pubescent daughter as a victim. In other words, child molesters scoring high on the SSPI would be more likely to meet or exceed a conservative cutoff score on a phallometric index of relative sexual interest in children, as determined using a comparison group of nonchild molesters.
METHOD Participants
The initial sample of child molesters consisted of 1,279 males who committed sexual offenses against children and who subsequently underwent phallometric testing of their sexual interest in children at the former Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now part of the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, Toronto, Ontario, Canada) between 1985 and 1996. Individuals were excluded if there were technical problems during their phallometric testing (n = 30); there was evidence
